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pm the Dese ews. 
Ahath of one blood all nations, | thisis, one in all. in ‘ 
‘of the whola earth: ve, or 
confusion Janguages; tliat-as a (teropted; thoegh bot decetved; yer 
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and through obedience to this Priesthood, 
all men may, in — end, bye at the 
eatest degree of glory and exaltation it 
4 possiblé to seek jut, at best,"it wall 
take some, time. to ‘accomplish the object; 
and with many, and. in many things, it 
will take a long time. 7 | 

For instance, the descendants of Cain 
cannot cast off their skin of blackness, at 
ence, and immediately, although every 
soul of them should repent, obey the Gos- | 

el, and do right from this day forward. 
The mark was put upon Cain, by God 
himself, because Cain killed his brother 
Abel, thereby hoping to get the birthright, 
and secure to himself the blessings which 
legally belonged'to Abel. But Cain could 
not obtain Abel’s birthright by murder, 
as Jacob obtained Esau’s by purchase, by 
eontract, paying a mess of pottage, the 
same as buying a farm, and paying a sti- 
pulated price. By such mutual agreement, 
the farm changes owners ; but if one man 
kills another fur the sake of getting his 
farm, the farm does not change owners, 
though the owner be dead ; it descends. to 
his heirs. 

Cain did not. obtain Abel’s. birthright 
and blessings, though he killed him. for 
that purpose; the blessings-which belonged 
to Abel, descended to his posterity; and 
until the blessings of Abel’s birthright 
are ‘fully received, secured, and realized, 
by his.(Abel’s) descendants, Cain and his 
posterity must wear the, mark which God 
put upon them ; and his white friends may 
wash the race of Cain. with fuller’s soap 
every day, they cannot wash away Guds 
mark; yet, the Canaanite believe the 
Gospel, repent, and be baptized, and receive 
the Spirit of the Lord; and if he conti- 
nue faithfal, until Abel’s race is satisfied. 
with his blessings, then may:the race of 
Cain receive a fullness of the Priesthood, 
and become satisfied with blessings, and: 
the two become as-one again, when Cain 
has paid the uttermost farthing. _ 

The Lamanites, through, transgression, 
became a loathsome, ignorant, and. filthy 
peop.e, and were cursed with a skin :of 
darkness, which they cannot throw off at. 
pleasure, or in a moment, though ‘they, 
should all embrace the Gospel at. once; 
yet they. have the promise, if they, will. 
believe, and: work righteousness, that not 


many generations shall pass away before 
they shall become a white and delight- 
some people ; but it will take some time to 


accomplish this, at best. | 
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Again, when. men set themselves at 


work to take heaven by storm, they were 
all of one language; and while they re- 
thaitied of ofie language, they were united 
in their efforts at building .a tower,’ up 
which they might travel;to salvation; but 
the effect of disunion was quickly mani- 
fest, when God confounded their speech, 
so that every man (except Jared and his 
brother,) had to talk for himself, to him- — 
self, and in his own tongue, no one else 
understanding him; and we have not 
heard of the first job, since that day, in 
which all the inhabitants of the earth 
have unitedly engaged to labour for its 
accomplishment; and we do not expect 
to hear of universal man’s engaging in 
building another tower to 
or in any one great enterprise, until the 
Lord shall restore a pure language, which 
shall be spoken by ail the inhabitants of 
It will take some time to accomplish 
this; for the Lord will not restore a pure 
language till He. has.a le pure enough 
to receive it with joyful te, and: use 
it with thanksgiving; not. abusing it: as_ 
did the Babelites, For the spread.of the 
Gospel, the gift of tongues is given to the 
Elders of Israel; and this, in. part, an- 
swers-the purpose of a pure language; 
but when the pure language. shall-come, 
and: be received: by all, then, that which 
is in part may justly be done. away, 
having accomplished the purpose for which 
it was.sent. | 
This is not yet, but by and bye. God 
works by means, as well as man, although . 
these means are unseen .oftimes. by man, 
consequently thought. to be miraculous ; 
but the. agents of the heavens are all 
around and about us, and use.the means 
necessary to accomplish the. missions. on 
which they are sent, according: to the law. 
by which they are governed; but as the. 
eyes of the corruptible body are not capa- 
ble of seeing the acts of spirits and spirit- 
ual bodies, many of the works of. Jehovah 
appear miraculous; but this is allowing 
to man’s short sight, and: ignoranee. 
While cursings were poured out of the 
‘Heavens on, those: whe. wrought -wicked- 
ness, in ancient days, blessings. were. bes- 
towed on those. .whase; works pleased the 
Lord, as was.the case with.,.Abraham, 
whose blessings .were to .desoend to his 
posterity through. Isaac,. Jacob, Joseph, 
the. latest. generations; 
‘whom are the Saints of ‘the last. days ; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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nasseh thes | 
Jacob, secured the birthright, and ‘was 
declared the “first born,” and legal holder 
of the Priesthood; and in his descent has 
the Priesthood been restored ‘in this dis- 
pensation. 


Through this Priesthood, the Gospel has | 


gone forth to many nations; many have 
heard the sound thereof; many have em- 
braced it with joyful hearts, have repen- 
ted, and been baptized for the remission of 
their sins, and aré coming forth to the 
gathering, in the Valley of the Mountains, 
in accordance with the holy command- 
ment which has been given in this and 
other dispensations of the Gospél—as said 
the Saviour, How often would I have 

athered you together as a hen gathereth 
cae chickens under her wings, but ye 
would not; and now your house is left 
unto you desolate; so will it be in this 
dispensation to those who do not gather 
themselves together as they have the oppor- 
tunity; they will be overthrown in the 
midst of the nations; just as Lot would 
have been overthrown with the surrdéund- 
ing wicked, had he not fled out of the 
city, and gathered himself and family to 
the mountains. 

But why may not the Saints be saved 
abroad among the nations just as well as 
at home, and among themselves? Because 
God has not so ordained it. We might 
ask, in return, and with the same propri- 
ety, why may not the people be saved by 
believing and _— upon as many differ- 
ent faiths and creeds as there are Saints 
to act, just as well, as for all to believe 
and act alike? Because God has not so 
ordained it, Jesus says, “If ye are one, 
then are ye mine;” and Satan says, “If 
ye are not one, then are ye mine.” For 
the Saints to be one, it is necessary they 
should be be instructed in the 
same principles, initiated into the same 
practices, live under the sameé laws, be- 
come familiar with the same ordmances, 
so as to be prepared for the same admis- 
sion into celestial glory. 

Can‘ this be done while the Saints 
live in different nations, speak different 
and unknown tongues, are unacquainted 
with each other’s habits and customs, and 
while many are obliged to yield obedience 
to the government where they are, which 
may not even allow the t to be 


preached in its dominions, much less ad- 
mit the ordinances of life and salvation to 
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be administered? And if not, there are 
reasons sufficient why the Lord has com- 
‘manded His peopte to gather into one fold, 
“where they can be instructed’ in’ their 
several duties, and become one in all 
_ But here the Saints are, together, that 
they may become one; and how shall they 
accomplish it? By each ce his neigh- 
bour as he does himself, and doing as he 
would be done unto, in thought, in word, 
in deed. Here we are, nered from a 
great variety of nations, of different lan- 
guages, habits, manners, customs, propen- 
sities, professions or occupations—good, 
bad, and indifferent, just as we learnt 
them from our cradles; therefore let us 
gather all the of all nations, and save 
it, throw the bad away, and improve the 
indifferent as far as ible, that every 
thing may be saved that is worth saving, 
—and leaving the things that are behind, 
press forward unto perfection. _ | 

Now let each do as he would be done 
unto, not only by imparting of his sub- 
stance, in gold, silver, merchandize, or any 
other commodity of a like kind, but in 
paying his debts, and that promptly, to the 
utmost of his ability, and imparting free- 
ly all information that may tend to the 
upbuilding of Zion. 7 

But, says one, “I have served seven 
years’ apprenticeship to learn to be a 
joiner, and do you su ow Iam going to . 
give the knowledge I have acquired, at a 
great yee’ of time and money, to an 
one, without a reasonable compensation : 
No, by no means; I can never do that. If 
my brother wants to learn the trade, let 
him do as I have done—pay fifty pounds 
sterling money to me or some good mas- 
ter, and give me seven years’ labour, and 
T will show him how to work.” While 
the joiner is telling his story, the black- 
smith, the cabinet-maker, merchant, tailor, 
doctor, hatter, lawyer, saddler, cooper, 
harness maker, miller, sawyer, gardener, 
farmer, shoe-maker, baker, boot-maker, 
mill-wright, tanner, currier, match-maker, 
distiller, and the whole et ceteras of pro- 
fessions, are attracted to the spot, ait all 
‘unite in the decision of the joiner; their 
knowledge cost them too much, and they 
can’t afford'to give it away. 

The principle here involved, is in accord- 
ance with the custom of the world, gene- 
‘rally; and ff it be correct and right among 
Saints, it surely ought, and we want to see: 
it, prevail. hat are all the little parti- 


. 
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culars, and great sum total with the Saints 
but the building up of God’s kingdom? 
And what have the Saints which they 
receiv good thio ut from 
Gel? And will some one vel versed in 
the subject, tell us what is the difference 
between spiritualities and temporalities in 
God’s kingdom, or where one ends and 
the other begins. : 
e joiner, personifying 
a professions, meets the Prophet, the 
leader of Israel, and says, Will you please 
to tell me how I can distinguish between 


an angel of light and an angel of dark- |. 
ness, or between a good and bad angel; 


for I understand that Satan sometimes 
transforms himself into an angel of light, 
and I am afraid I may be deceived; or the 
mechanic might enquire by what key he 
should unlock the door into the celestial 
kingdom, or the presence of the Father? 
(for the Prophet has more keys than all 
these mechanics, when put together.) 
And the Prophet should reply, I have 
spent three times seven years to learn 

ese things, and know how to build up 
the kingdom of God, and get salvation 
_ therein, with fastings, and prayers, and 
travels, and research, and weariness, and 
watching; and have paid out thousands 
of dollars beside, to gain the information 
you desire; and do you think I am going 
to give that away which has cost me so 
much? By no means; if you want to 
know what I know, you must learn the 
trade as I have. What would you think 
of such a Prophet ? 

Would not every Saint exclaim, I would 
think the Prophet had three times the 
reasons for talking thus, than the joiner 
or mechanic had; for he has spent three 
times as much time and means to get his 
profession? But stop a moment, and con- 
sider that neither has spent his own time, 
for they had no time to spend; it was all 
the Lord’s, and he lent it to them, to gain 
intelligence, so that they may have a stock 
to impart to others, “af as they received. 

Then, as the Prophet has three chances 
for making excuses for not imparting in- 
formation, when asked, on account of his 
expence in time and money; and as neither 
have the least ground for such excuse, the 


whole belonging to the Lord, we shall not 
expect to hear any mechanic or professional 
among the Saints, making apologies for 
not communicating all the intelligence he 
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has received, whenever he can be any © 
benefit to his fellow man, until he first 


hears the Prophet making such excuses; — 
and when he says, I served my apprentice- 


~~ in England, in Germany, in France, | 
in Italy, in in, in Denmark, in Russia, 
in New England, or China, or anywhere 
else, and can’t give my knowledge away, — 
it will be quite time for mechanics, doc- — 
tors, lawyers, and priests to make such 
apologies; and the banishment of such 
false ideas from among the Saints, will | 
destroy one source of unpleasant feelings, 
and tend to forward the Kingdom of God 
on the earth. 

Every child should learn and i 
that.trade or profession to which he is by 
nature adapted. The boy that has a na- 
tural genius and taste for blacksmithing, 
will scarcely ever make a good cooper ; 
and many first rate mechanical geniuses 
have been obliged to learn their trade, at 
odd hours, by their own exertions, while 
supporting ves by their industry, 
and perhaps at the same time sustaining a 
decrepit parent or orphan sister; there- 
fore, let all, no matter from what er 
impart freely of their knowledge, and do 
all the good they can; and not hide their 
talent in a napkin, lest they be found un- 
profitable servants. 

Let all national distinction be done 
away from among the Saints; for God is 
doing his part to roll on the time when — 
those who remain shall feel that they are 
of one blood—shall treat each other as 
brethren, and talk a pure language; and 
one shall not say, Iam for Paul, another 
for Apollos, and another for Cephas; and | 
I am of England, and I am of France, 
and I am of Germany; but all shall say, 
I am from the earth, and for Jesus — 
Christ, and the kingdom of God; and all 
my labours shall be for its advancement ; 
and what I know, ye may know also. 

Knowledge, like money, rightly impro- 
ved, increases continually; but, secreted, — 
rusts, and diminishes in value. | 

It is sometimes said, that the Presi- 
dency and the Elders have prejudices. 
against the Saints who are of another na- 
tion—English, Danish, Dutch, &c.—be- _ 
cause they make mention of their follies,. 


which they imbibed in their childhood, 


arising out of their national peculiarities,. 
and which they have brought with them | 
we: Saints. This is a mistaken 
idea. 

The nations have their peculiar nation- 


4 : 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


like tu thane heard of Gos- 
i in same prejudices— 
more refined, more 
powerful, more es had more pic- 
| ue scenery, » or greater 
should be done away among Saints ; they 
have no place in the minds of their Presi- 
dency, and when they revert to national 
characteristics and follies, it is that those 
follies may be done away; for they re- 
member continually our text, and , 
him well who doeth well, and the 
and all who have 

word of God, and the 
‘glories of the world to come, will have 
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little regard whether a brother or a sister 
has been born in Kamtschatka or the 
New Jerusalem, if of 
tion are as pure as are 

_ The world is the Saints’ final home; 
and with Saints, so with nations,—those 
that do the best are the best ; and the way 
for would keep up the 
credit of his nation, is to improve on all 
instructions and reproofs, emanating from 
the proper source, and never more suffer 
pores to suggest that their teachers 

ve prejudices inst their nation, be- 
cause they refer to their national follies 
and errors. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
(Continued from page 413.) 


In April the School of the Prophets 
closed to commence again in the fall. 

I wrote a letter to the brethren in Zion, 
Missouri, as follows :— 

Kirtland, March 21, 1833. 

_. Dear Brethren in Zion,—Agreeable to a 
notice we gave you, in brother Whitney’s last 
letter to you with respect to answering your 
letters, we now commence, after giving 
thanks to our Heavenly Father for every ex- 
pression of His goodness in preserving our 
unprofitable lives to the present time, and 
the health and other blessings which we 
now enjoy through His mercies. 

With joy we received your General Epistle, 
written the 26th of February, which econtain- 
ed the confession of our brethren concerned, 
all of which was to our entire satisfaction. 
It was read by the brethren in Kirtland 

with feelings of the deepest interest, know- 
‘ing as we did, that the anger of the Lord 
‘was kindled against you, and nothing but 

repentance, of the greatest humility, would 
turn it away; and I will assure you that ex- 
aren of joy burned on every countenance 
‘when they saw that our Epistle, and the re- 
velation were received by our brethren in 
Zion, and they had had their desired effect. 
For your satisfaction, I hereinsert a reve- 
lation given to Shederlaomach, the 15th of 
“March, 1833, constituting him a member of 
‘the United Firm:— 
“Verily, thus saith the Lord, I give unto 
the United Order, organized agreeable to the 
commandment previously given, a revelation 
and commandment concerning my servant 


Shederlaomach, that ye shall receive him into 
“ order. What I say unto one I say unto 


“ And again, I say unto you, my servant 
Shederlaomac, you shall be a lively member 
in this order ; and inasmuch as you are faith- 
ful in keeping all former commandments, 
you shall be blessed for ever. Amen.” 

With respect to brother Gilbert’s letter 
of the 10th of December, I would say to him; 
firstly, we believe he wrote it in all sincerity 
of his heart, and we were pleased with the 
style, and composition; but, upon mature re- 
flection, and inquiry at the hand of the Lord, 
we find some things that are unreconcilable, 
especially to some; I mean with respect to 
hints given, that are not clearly explained. 

As every letter that comes from Zion, 
must go the rounds of the brethren for in- 
spection, it is necessary that there should be 
no disguise in them, but that every subject 
written from brethren should be plain to the 
understanding of all, that no jealousy may 
be raised, and when we rebuke, do it in all 
meekness. The letter written the 24th of 
February was not written in that contrition 
of heart which it should have been, for it 
appears to have been written in too much of 
a spirit of justification; but the letter to 
brother Whitney of the 20th of March, was 
written to our entire satisfaction. 

Now I would say to brother Gilbert, that 
I do not write this by way of chastisement, 
but to shew him the absolute necessity of 
having all his communications written plain, 
and understandingly. Weare well aware of 
the great care upon his mind, in consequence 


‘alities, and national _ 
| 
| 
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"of: much business, but he must ut bis trast | mons out of their diggings, 

_ God, and he may rest assured that he. 

‘our rayers day and night, that he may have for li 

have learned of the Lor t it is his dut man 

assist all the poor brethren that'are pers | every would car ry his 

in ‘heatt, and that he has done wrong in 

trom diets, ee thoy 90th, 9 Co a of Priests 
have ‘niaistance; andthe Lord established | #ssembled.at in Kirtland, 
him in Zion’ for that express pur and appointed | beather’ Brown, a 


committee to circulate a subscription, to 


purpose. 
It, is not the will of the Lord to print |,0O 
cure money to pay for the use o 


any of the New Translation in the Star ; but , 


when it is published, it will all go to the 
world together, in a volume by itself; and 
the New Testament and the Book of Mor- 
mon will be printed together. = 
With respect to'brother Oliver’s private 
letter to me on the subject of giving deeds, 
and receiving contributions from brethren, 
&c., I have nothing further to say on the 
subject, but to make yourselves acquainted | * 
with the commandments of the Lord, and the 
laws of the State, and govern yourselves 
accordingly. Brother Elliot was here yes- 
terday and shewed me a letter from brother 
Phelps, and we were well pleased with the 
spirit in which it was written.. The proba- 
bility is that he will not go to ay at pre- 
sent, as he has bought in Chagri 
We rejoice to hear the. 
lands are reduced in price, and are coming 
into market':'and be assured that we shall 
par our influence to send brethren to’ Zion 
| © are adle'to ‘help ou in the purchase of 
lands, &c., &c. 
We have just received letter from brother 
Sidney, he has built up a Church of e eee | 
members, in'Medina county, Ohio, and 


ro of niore. ' With res ttothe deaths buildin 
lon, 


we' feel to ‘mourn with those: that | 
‘mourn, but remember that the God of all the | 
Garth will do right. 
brethren, I coiimend you to God and ‘His 
‘grace, praying Him to and preserve you 
ake our Lord ‘Jesus | , 


Joseru Jan. 


-P. 8. Say to brother Corrill that 
fession gave me great satisfaction, and 


And’ now, my ‘beloved 


ways where meetings had been, held the 
past season ; and John P. Green was in- 
tale charge of theBranch 
h in carrying with 

him an epistle to th en; 4 
open as convenient: his family to 
place, It was also decided that Sis- 
ienna Jaques should not proceed im- 
mediately on her journey to Zion, but 
wait ont Wi William Hobart was ready, and 

go y.with him. 

On whe the Beh of May, 1833, a Conference 
of High Priests assembled in Kirtland, to 
take into consideration the necessity of 
a school-house, for the ag¢commo- 
dation of the Elders, who should come to- 
to receive ‘preparatory 
or their missions, and , according 
to a revelation on that subject, given 
March 8th, 1833; and by unanimous voice 
of ‘the Conférence, Hyrum Smith, Jared 
Carter, and Reynolds Cahoon were ap- 
pointed a committee to obtain subscrip- 
‘tions, for the purpose of erecting such a 


to 


ng. 
T'received the following :— 

"Revelation given May 6th, 1833. 
Byleay thus. saith the Jord, It shall come 
Psnc every soul. who forsaketh his 

. eth my voice, and keepeth my 
ents, shall see my face, and know 
that I am, and that I am the true light that 


all lighteth into .the 


things are now settled on my part. J. S. . | world: end e Father and the 
‘Father in me, and the Father.and I are one: 
the month of April, the first regular | the Father because He gave me of His fulness; 
rushed r, .in Independenee, | and the San. because 1 was in the 

igo to consult upon a plan, for the re- | Seah my tabernacle, ad dwelt among 
oval, or imm destruction, of thé | the.sens. pf men in the world and 
in Jackson County. |The number ,of my Fat other and the. works of 
,0f the.mob was about three hundred. A ‘were plainly manifest. And John saw 
few of the first’ Hiders met in secret, bere ot my 

an o a record is her 

prayed to Him whi said:to the wind « Bg | 204 he faldess 


| ral for 


| *Lsaw his gl 
before the w 


; 


he was in the 


1 ne 
the 
= 
cy 
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and the Redeemer of the world; the Spirit of 
truth, who came ‘into the world because the 
«world was ‘made by bim ; and in ‘him was the 

life of men, and'thé light ofmen. The worlds 
were made byhim. Men were made by him. 
All things were made by him, and ‘through 
him, and of:him. And I, John, bear record 

- that I beheld ‘his glory, as the glory.of the 

- Only ‘Begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth, even the Spirit of truth which 

came and dwelt in the flesh, and dwelt 
among us. 

“ And I, John, saw that he received not of 
the fulness at the first, but received grace for 
grace: and he received not of the fulness at 
first, but continued from grace to grace, 
until he received a fulness: and thus he 

was called the Son of God, because he re- 
ceived not of the fulness at the first. And 
I, John,-bear record, and lo, the heavens were 
opened, and the Holy Ghost deseended upon 

- him in the form ofa dove, and sat upon him, 
and there came a voice out of heaven saying, 
This is my beloved Son. And I, John, bear re- 
cord that he received a fulness of the glory of 
the Father; and he received all power, both 
in heaven and dh earth; and the glory of the 
Father was with him, for He dwelt in him.” 

And it shall come to pass that if you are 

' faithful, you shall receive the fulmegs ' of the 
record of John. I give unto you these sayings 
that you may understand and know how to 
worship, and know what you worship; that 
you may come unto the Father in my name, 
and in due time receive of His fulness; for if 
you keep my commandments you shall receive 
of His fulness, and be glorified in me as I 
‘am in the Father: therefore, I say unto you, 
you shall receive grace for grace. 

' And now verily I say unto you, I was in 
the beginning with the Father, and am the 
First-born; and all those who are begotten 
through me, are partakers of the glory of the 

-.same, and are the Chureh of the First-born. 
Ye were alsoin the beginning with the Father: 

that which is Spirit, even the Spirit of truth: 
and truth is knowledge of things as they are, 
and as they were, and as they are to come; 
and whatsoever is more or less than this, is 

_ the spirit of that wicked one, who was a liar 

from the beginning. The Spirit of truth is 
of God: I am the Spirit of truth. And 
John bore record of me saying, “ He received 

- a fulness of truth; yea, even of all truth, and 
no man receiveth a fulness unless he keepeth 

his commandments. He that keepegh his 
commandments, receiveth truth and light, 

is wlerified ia trath, and knowesh 


Matil he 

all thin | 
was also in the beginning with God. 
Uiee: or the light of trath was not 


or made, neither indeed can-be. All 
isinslependent ia that sphere in which 
placed it, to: act. for itself, as all 
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intelligence also, otherwise there is no exist- 
enee, Behold, here is the agency of man;and 
here fs'‘the condemnation of man, because that 
whioh was from the beginning is plainly mani- 
fest unto them, and they receive not the light. 
Andévery man whose spirit recelveth not the 
‘light, is under condemnation, for mau is 
spirit. The elements are eternal, and spirit 
and element, inseparably connected, receive 
a fulness of joy; and when separated, maa 
cannot receive a fulness of joy. The ele- 
ments are the tabernacle of God* yea, man 
is the tabernacle of God, even temples; and 
whatsoever temple is défiled, God shall des- 
troy that temple. 

The glory of God is intelligence, or in 
other words, light and truth. Light and truth 
forsake that evil one. Every spirit of maa 
was innocent in the beginning, and God hav- 
ing redeemed man from the fall, men became 
again in their infant state, innocent before 
God. And that wicked one cometh and 
taketh away light and trath, through disobe- 
dience, from the children of men, and ‘because 
of the tradition of their fathers. But I have 
commanded you, to bring up your childree 
in light and truth : but verily I say unto you, 
my servant Frederick G. Williams, you have 
continued under this condemnation ; you have 
not tanght your children light and trath, ac- 
cording to the commandments, and that 
wicked one hath power as yet over you, and 
this is the cause of your affliction. And now 
a commandment | give untv you, if yow will 
be delivered, you shall set in order your owr 
house, for there are many things that are not 
right in your own house. 

Verily I say unto my servant Sidney Rig- 
don, that in sume things he hath not kept the 
commandments, concerning: his children 
therefore firstly set in order thy house. 

Verily I say unto my servant Joseph 
Smith, jun.—or, in other words, I will call yue 
friends, for you are my friends, and ye shull 
have an inheritance with me. 1 cailed you 
servants for the world’s sake, and ye are tlieir 
servants for my sake—and now verily I say 
unto Joseph Smith, jun., you have nut kepe 
the commandments, and must needs stand re- 
buked before the Lord. - Your family must 
needs repent, and forsake some things, and 
give more earnest heed unto your sayings, or 
be removed out of their place; What I say 
unto one i say unto all; pray always lest thut 
wicked one have power im you; and remove 
you out of your'place. 

‘My servant Newel K. Whitney, also a Bish- 
op of my Church, hath need to be chastened 
and toset in order his family, and seethat they 
are more diligent and -concernéed at home, 
aod pray always or they shall be removed out 
of their place. 
Now: I -say unto you, my friends, let my 


servant Sidney Rigdon go his journey, and 
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sake haste, and also proclaim the le 
year of the Lord. and the Gospel of salvation 
as I shall give him utterance, and by your 

“prayer of faith with one consent, I will up- 
hold him. 

And let my servants Joseph Smith, jun., 
and Frederick G. Williams, make haste also, 
and it shali be given them even according to 
the prayer of faith, and inasmuch as you 
keep my sayings, you shall not be confound- 

ed in this world nor in the world to come. 

And verily I say unto you, that it is my 
will that you should hasten to translate my 
Seriptures, and to obtain a knowledge of his- 
tery, and of countries, and of kingdoms, of 
laws of God and man, and all this for the sal- 
vation of Zion. Amen. 


Revelation given same date. 


And again, verily I say unto you my friends, 
a commandment [ give unto you, that ye 
shall commence a work of laying out and 
prepariog a beginning and foundation of the 
city of the stake of Zion, here in the land of 
Kirtland, beginning at my house: and behold 
it must be done according to the pattern 
which I have given unto you. And let the 
first lot on the south, be consecrated unto 
me for the building of an house for the Pre- 
sidency, for the work of the Presidency, in 
obtaining revelations; and for the work of 
the mivistry of the Presidency, in all things 
pertaining to the Church and kingdom. 
Verily I say unto you, that it shall be built 
fifty-five by sixty-five feet in the width there- 
- of, and in the length thereof, in the inner 
court; and there shall be a lower conrt, and 
a higher court, according to the pattern 
which shall be given unto you hereafter: and 
‘it shall be dedicated unto the Lord from the 
foundation thereof, according to the order 
‘of the Priesthood, according to the pattern 
which shall be given unto you hereafter : and 
-it shall be wholly dedicated unto the Lord 
for the work of the Presidency. And ye 
shall not snffer any unclean thing to come in 
unto it, and my glory shall be there, and my 
presence shall be there: but if there shall 
come into it any unclean thing my glory 
shall not be there, and my presence shall 
not come into it. 
And again, verily I say unte you, the se- 
cond lot on the south shall be dedicated unto 
me for the building of an house unto me, for 
the work of the printing of the translation 
of my Scriptures, and all things, whatsoever 
I shatt command you; and it shalt be fifty-five 
by sixty-five feet in the width thereof, and 
the length thereof in the inner court; and 
there shall be a lower and a higher court; 
aud this house shall be wholly dedicated un- 
to the Lord from the foundation thereof, for 
the work of the printing, in all things whatso- 
ever I shall command yon, to be holy, unde- 
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filed, according to the pattern in all things, 
as it shall be given unto you. . 

And on the third lot shall my servant 
Hyrum Smith receive his inheritance. And 
on the first and second lots on the north 
shall my servants Reynolds Cahoon and 
Jared Carter receive their inheritance, that 
they may do the work which I have appoint- 
ed unto them, to be a committee to build 
mine houses, according to the commandment, 
which I, the Lord God, have given unto you. 

These two houses are not to be built until 
I give unto you a commandment concerning 
them. 

And now I give unto you no more at this 
time. Amen. 


The signs of the times continued to 
attract the attention of the world. The 
cholera had broken out at Havanna, and 
it was reported that five hundred perish- 
ed daily, and Oporto was experiencing the 
same calamity. The influenza was raging 
at St. Peters h, Russia ; more than one 
hundred thousand were suffering front its 
influence, and it was re to be more 
violent at Moscow. So ul were the 
effects of the cholera, which spread conster- 
nation among the inhabitants of the earth, 
that it was rted that the eyes of some 
of the affii burst from their. sockets. 

A treaty was entered into about this 
time with several tribes of Indians, some 
to be located on the east of Winneb 
luke, and others to be removed west of the 
Mississippi. “See Evening and Morning 
Star, p. 190. | | 

Great preparations were making to com- 
mence a ahi of the Lord ; and, notwith- 
standing the Church was poor, yet, our 
unity, harmony, and charity abounded to 
stengthen us todo the commandments of 
the Lord. 

Nore A.—Acouncil had previously been 
held in Norton township, Medina county, 
Ohio, at which Sidney Rigdon presided. The 
council took into consideration the standing 
of Baldwin Welton, Aaron Smith, and——_— 
Hays, Elders; and James Braden, Priest ; and 
decided that their ordinations were illegal, 
and that the churches should not receive 
them in their several offices. The doings of 
the council were received, and sanctioned by 
the First Presidency, viz: Joseph Smith, jun., 
Sidney Rigdon, and F. G. Williams, and en- 
tered on record in Kirtland, May 4th, 1833, 
See 

To the Church of Christ in *#**** 


We feel under obligations to write to you 
as well as toall the brethren of the different 


| Branches ; and we do this, that you, with us, 


‘ 
| 
| 
| 


may exert yourselves to bring about the fal- | @ committee to superintend this business, viz . 
filment of the command of the Lord concern- on establishafand 
to build an 


ing the establishing, or preparing a house, and to aid the Elders to 
wherein the Elders, who have been command- | attend this school; and a gr are 
ed of the Lord so to do, may gather | now in circulation among us, and our Hea- 
- themselves together, and prepare all things, | venly Father is opening the hearts of our 
and call a solemn assembly, and treasure up | brethren beyond the expectation of many ; 
words of wisdom, that they may go forth to | and not one brother among us, as yet, re- 
_ the Gentiles for the last time; and now, in | fuses to exert himself to do something as a 
order to accomplish this, we are directed, | temporal means to bring abont the estab- 
yea, we are under the necessity to call on the | lishing of this house and school; and we 
the whole Church, as a body, that they make | say, may our Heavenly Father open your 
‘every possible exertion to aid temporally, | hearts also, that you, with us, may gather 
as well as spiritually, in this great work that | together something to aid as a temporal 
the Lord is beginning, and is about to ac- | benefit. 
complish. And unless we fulfil thiscommand,| Probably you had better call the officers 
viz : establish an house, and prepare all things | of the Church immediately together, and ap- 
necessary whereby the Elders may gather | point some one to circulate a subscription, 
into a school, called the School of the Pro- | that each individual, after signing, may have 
phets, and receive that instruction which the | a sufficient time to make preparations to pay 
Lord designs they should receive, we may | what he signs; for it will be 
all despair of obtaining the great blessing | wherever the brethren are at a distance 
_ that God has promised to the faithful of the | from Kirtland, that they exert themselves 
Church of Christ: therefore it is as import- | to send on their gift or assistance as soon 
ant, as our salvation, that we obey this above- | as they can to Kirtland; though they can, if 
mentioned command, as well as all the com- | they believe best, wait on those that sign 
mandments of the Lord. until the first of September, and then collect 
Therefore, brethren, we wrote this Epistle | in, and send it to Kirtland. 
_ to you, to stir up your minds to make that |_ "These considerations we have written to 
exertion which the Lord requires of you, to | you, knowing it to be your duty thus to do; 
lend a temporal aid in these things above | and may the Lord help you to exert your- 
written; and iu order that you may know | selves with us, in raising the means to bring 
how to conduct the basiness, we will relate | about the glorious work of the Lord; and 
what we have done and are doing here. §_| may we all be kept by the grace of God 
_ We have met in Conference, and agreed to | unto eternal life. Amen. 
form a subscription, and circulate it through Hyravum Smitha, 
the Churches; and also appointed Hyrum Rernonve Canoon, > Committee. 
Smith, Reynolds Cahoon, and Jared Carter,, JARED CARTER, : 


(To be continued.) 


Ehe Latter-day Hatnts’ $a Merial 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 28, 1852. 


‘CONFIDENCE.—The principles of salvation have been, and ever will be enjoyed among 
‘men just in proportion to their confidence in God, and in one another. God created 
man in His own image, male and female, and it is written that He searcheth the 
hearts and trieth the reins of the children of men, and knoweth what is therein. 
God is therefore qualified to provide for the salvation of all men, because He knows 
and comprehends them, in all their varied conditions. Accordingly He has 

laws for the salvation of all who will obey them, whatever may be their individual or 
national peculiarities, though embracing all the features and circumstances of domes- 
tie, civil, or religious life,—His spirit penetrates and moves the minds of the children 
of men, as the wind moves the leaves of the forest trees: the sound is heard though 
we cannot tell whence it comes, or whither it goes. Such is the effect of the spirit 
of God upon man. He is sensible of its power, although he may not comprehend 
it as he is comprehended by it. As the gentle, coolitig breeze in the heat of summer 
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exhilarates the wearied qoul, so do the.gentle whisperings of the spirit of truth expand 
the mind, and sustain the which ‘thirst for knowledge, and open up the fountain 
of that living stream, of intelligence which flows from God. to man, ‘when. sie. channe! 
of. life—the Priesthood, .is.amengthem, 
- God not-only knows how, but actually. has made provision’ to save men, if they will 
have confidence in Him and réceive it. God exalts men, because, He sees: ‘they have 
confidence in Him, and .are willing..that He.should know their condition, thoughts, 
_ and feelings, and will not-seek to deceive Him or hide any. thing from Him. ‘Those 
who perfectly confide in‘God are worthy, and ‘entitled to the confidence of others, and 
it can safely be reposed in them; therefore’ He calls such to fill high and responsible 
places, and while filling. those places they have.a right to the confidence of all men; 
for God bestows that honour upon them, and what God sustains men should approve. 
When the Almighty Father ‘saw ‘that the adversary of souls was getting power cver 
the. children.of men to destroy.them, He had confidence in the integrity.of His Son, 
and committed to his charge the great plan of salvation: for the rescue of His king. 
dom, according to His pu in creating the earth and men'upon it, and commissioned 
him with full power to bring the redemption to, pass, according to the genius of that 
plan. . Now, if God could, with. all, confidence, commit.the salvation of .the whole 
world to His’ Son ‘Jesus, he'is certainly worthy the: ‘confidence: of all men who can 
only commit to him their individual salvation, 

. When. the plan of salvation is authoritatively proclaimed among men, and they will 
not accept of Jesus as their Saviour, they not only dishonour those through whom 
salvation is offeréd to them, but they dishonour the Plan of Salvation—the Name of 
Jesus—and God, who has placed that honour upon His Son; and this will be their 
condemnation—they. have withheld their confidence from him. who was altogether 
entitled to it, having laid down his life for it. No greater assurance can a man 
have that his interests will be sacredly preserved, than to know that they are in the 
hands of him who loves them more than his life, and. would willingly give. his life. as 
a ransom, rather ‘than betray the confidence reposed in him.. Jesus gave his life, 
and greater love:cun‘tio man manifest than to lay down his’ life for his friend. This 
is the standard which God has fixed, and those who can be measured by it will not be 
found wanting. 

No one could be more interested for the salvation of the world than God, for 
whose glory it was created; and He delivered all those interests up, for’ a season, 
into the hands of His Son, and made him to be the Saviour of men, and qualified 
him in all respects for that: great, ministry, by giving him all power, both which was 
in Heaven and which was on Earth, that in any wise pertained to this world. The 
fact of his having all power, makes him responsible:for all who will be controlled by 
him ; and no one can justly ‘be made responsible for that which he.does not control. 
| Therefore, if all men were controlled by him, all men would be saved oy ‘tine, for it 
is to this end that his power is given,that he'might save. 

In all true forms of. government; when duly adotinistered, the lesser power is always 
safe, and assured af protection while\subject:to the greater: power. ° This principle is 
respected among the nations of the earth. As corrupt as they are, even’ belligerent 
powers, who mect.and contest their superiority upon the battle ground,are disgraced 
in:the eyes of the civiliged world:if they dishonour this principle, and,when-the weaker 
yield: and, surrender te the. stregger ‘force, they expect. protection, -even. frem an 
enemy, while.they acknowledge his, power and submit to his ‘will. ‘So:in the goverr- 
“ment of God, the simple act of obedience or subuiission-to the higher power demands 
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Men seek power over their fellow men, to enslave them and bring them into bondage, 
that they. may get gain by debasing their fellows. But not so with a:true master ; he 
only requires obedience, that thoge who ghey may become like, him, exalted to the same 
blessing, power, and dominion. And if Jesus is the legitimate source of power, and 
dominion, we must obey him before we can ask to be obeyed. We must abide his 
law before we can expect to administer to others. We must have confidence in him, 
before we can justly ask others to confide in us,-and this principle holds good through 
all the Priesthood of God, who administer in His government. This power is of 
God, and demands the same respect from men, as though the author of that power 
were here. Jesus has, in different ages of the world, from the days of Adam until 
now, had that confidence in men, that he has called them to administer in his name, 
as he was called by the Father to administer in the Father's name, and in those men 
thus appointed he has required the same confidence to be reposed. “ But,” says 
one, “ how are we to know they are worthy of our copfidence?” Because the Son — 
of ¢ God, who is greater than us, has confided in them, even to the showing of his 
power with them, and shall not man approve what he appoints? _ 

In every age when the Redeemer of the world has confidence enough in a man to 
open the heavens and give unto him a dispensation, with power to administer among 
men in his own name, that man has a legal right to the confidence of the whole 
world, whether jt be a Moses, a John, a Peter, or a Joseph, it matters not ; and the 
simple fact of with-holding that confidence is the sure damnation of the world. Awful 
were the consequences of with-holding confidence from a man of God in the days of 
Noah. Such an example should be:a warning to all men, while it is written, that as 
it was in the days of Noah, so shall it also be again., And all men may be assured 
that if God has called JosEPH SMITH to be a Prophet unto them to prepare His 
coming, He will destroy all men from off the earth, if needs be, to maintain the honour — 
of that, servant, and thus make the days of Jesus Christ’s second coming like those of 
Nosh. While God sustains a man, the whole world may try in vain to put him down. 
Why? Because God is greater than.all. So it is with every man in the kingdom of 
God. whois in authority, and occupies a responsible place, while he is upheld by the 
powers above him, he is entitled to the confidence of all below. In consideration 
of this great truth, the Apostle said, “render therefore honour to whom honour 
is due.” 

Men have in all ages assumed the right to judge those whom God hes callnd:teste 

His work, and even Saints have supposed they could judge those who were placed 
over them in the Lord, and their judgment be just. But how can a man judge that 
which he cannot understand, nor comprehend, or how can the lesser comprehend the 
greater? If such could be, superiority would be done away, and the greater would 
no more be known, and if there were none greater than others, confidence would 
cease to be reposed in any being for salvation, faith would cease, and there would be 
‘an end of power, while the whole scheme of salvation would pass away, and its pur- 
‘yore fail. 
“The present ousting of this world goes far to illustrate this principle ; so little 
confidence or trust is known among men, that almost every grade of power from the 
-humblest peasant to the haughtiest monarch, from the least that is known, to the 
strongest government on earth; each seeks its independence from. the others, while 
confusion and impotency are the result. 

Then let the Saits take heed: to their ways, and let them be the ways of the Lord, 
and not the ways of men. Let. your confidence be reposed where the power of God 
will be protected. Power increases with confidence, which should. 
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ever be cultivated among the children of God, that their unity and strength may be 
the dismay of their enemies, while it is their rock of defence, and God’s power among 
the nations to obtain dominion which shall never pass away. ~ | sith 


SIGN-SEEKING. 
BY ELDER CHARLES DERRY. 
“ Give us a sign, and we will believe ! ” 


In this day of many creeds and much 
confusion, the Lord God has revealed His 
_ everlasting Gospel, in plainness and with 
power to the sons of men. And in con- 
sequence of the boldness of the testimony 
of His servants, the above cry is set up by 
the hireling priests and abettors of man- 
‘made systems, who declare that they are 
not bound to receive any new revelation, 
unless miracles are worked to prove the 
divinity of the same. 

But I ask, if, as they say, they are sure 
that the revelations Joseph Smith received, 
are not of God, why do they want a mi- 
racle to prove their truth? Does not the 
fact of their calliog out for miracles prove 
that they doubt falsity of the same ? 
and are afraid their craft is in . 
especially when we offer to give them 
evidences, and they dare not receive them. 
But if our doctrines are false, will a mi- 
racle prove them true? And if they are 
- true, will the want of a miracle prove them 
false? But these men do not want them 
_tobetrue. They only desire to put down 
the work of God and establish their own 
tottering systems; that they may feed 
‘themselves on the flock, and clothe them- 
selves with the fleece. 

_ But was there no Prophet sent of God 
that did not work a miracle to prove the 
truth of his testimony? Did David, who 
wrote many prophecies contained in the 
Book of Psalms, work a miracle? What 
miraculous power did Jeremiah manifest 
to the people? or Joel, Micah, Amos, 
Malachi, and others, to prove that they 
were sent of God? If the Scriptures 
are to be received as the standard of evi- 
dence, we shall find that many Prophets 
‘have visited the sons of men who worked 
no miracle to make the people believé; but 
they had to depend upon their testi- 
mony until they obeyed and proved for 
themselves; or rejected and were con- 
demned. And the Lord always dealt 
with them according to their belief or un- 


belief in the testimony of His servants. 
Seeing this was the case, is this genera- 
tion safe in rejecting the revelations of 
God through His servant Joseph, although 
no miracle should be worked in f of 
their divinity? If the people in times 
past were condemned for not receiving the 
testimony of the above-mentioned 
phets, is not this generation in like dan- 
ger? Certainly it is. 

But to whom, and for what object, were 


the gifts and blessings mentioned in the 


New Testament given? I answer, to be- 
lievers and for their benefit. After Jesus 
arose from the dead, He said unto His 
servants, “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature, he 
that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. And these signs shall follow 
them that believe,” &c. Mark xvi. Paul, 
when writing ly to the Church | 
of believers at Corinth, respecting the 
gifts of the spirit which Jesus promis- 
ed, said, “ to one is given, by the Spirit, 
the word of wisdom, to another the word 
of knowledge, to another faith, to another 
the gift of healing, to another the work- 
ing of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discerning of spirits, to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the 
interpretation of tongues; but all these 
worketh that one and the self-same Spirit, 
dividing to every man, severally as he will. 
Poe For by one Spirit are we 
all ized into one body (or Church), 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, bond or 
free, and have been all made to drink into 
one spirit.” Now it is evident that this 
was not meant for unbelievers; for they 
had not been baptized by the Spirit of 
God into His Church, nor yet had hey 
drank of His spirit; but rather they h 
drank into the spirit of the evil one; con- 
sequently they were not entitled to these 
glorious blessings. Cor. xii. — 


Peter also promised the Gift of the Holy 
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Ghost to believers on the day of Pentecost. 
Acts ii. Paul, in, in the 4th of 
Ephesians, says the which Jesus gave, 
were “for ecting of the Saints, 
for the work of the ys for the edi- 

ing of the Body (Church) of Christ ; 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God,” 
&c. Here we see, instead of these being 
given to convince the unbeliever, they 
were to perfect the believer in the know- 
ledge of Christ; and what could be so 
calculated to do it as the before-mentioned 
blessings ? 

But some assert that many unbelievers 
received blessings. It is true that Jesus 
fed the multitude with loaves and fishes, 
by miraculous power; but it was out of 
compassion for them, because they were 
an hungered and had nothing to eat: it 
was not to convince them he was 
true. There is, however, one fact, that 

is written in Matthew xiii. 58, and 
Mark vi. 4—6, that in one instance Jesus 
could not do many mighty works because 
of their unbelief. ae this I consider 
sufficient to show us that faith is neces- 
sary to be exercised by those that need the 
blessing, as well as by the administrator. 
If the Son of God could not work miracles 
because of the unbelief of men, is it rea- 
sonable to expect that the servants can, 
seeing they are not greater than their mas- 
ter. Again, if miracles were given to 
make the people believe, here was a good 
opportunity, and the fact of Jesus not 
taking the advantage is another proof they 
‘were not for that purpose. 

And if we examine the numerous cases 
of healing by our Lord, we shall find the 
blessings were according to their faith. See 
the ruler’s daughter, Mark v.—the deaf 
man, Mark vii.—the blind man, Mark viii. 
—the son possessed of a devil, Mark ix.— 
Bartimeus, Mark x. Also the leper, and 
the sick of the palsy, Mathew viil.—ano- 
ther sick of the pala, Mathew ix.—also 
two blind men, named in the same ehapter, 
and others too numerous to mention; and 
so far were these from. being done to 
make people believe, that the healed were 
commanded in many cases not to tell any 
one what had happened. 

Some may say, that before his death he 


told his disciples to go and heal all manner 
of diseases. True; but he first told them 
to preach, saying, “ The kingdom of hea- 
ven is at hand; and of course, inasmuch 
as they believed the message, they were 
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entitled to the blessings; but I contend | 
they were not upon any other conditions. 
It is true he e have 
received ; freely give.” + had 
di » e to whom were sent ;. 
for not than his | 


/master ; and as the master could not do 


many mighty works because of the unbe- 
lief of the people, neither could the ser- 


vants. . 

We find that the world is to be con- 
vinced by the preaching of the Gospel, 
and not by signs and wonders ; and if they 
are not convinced by the preaching of that - 
glorious plan, they will remain unbelievers 
until they feel the stern realities of God’s 
judgments poured out upon them. Then 
they will believe our testimony, and “ call 
to the rocks and hills to fall upon them, 
and hide them from the wrath of the — 
Lamb.” 

But, how inconsistent are these sign- 
seekers! First they tell us we cannot 
work miracles ; then that we are the false 
prophets spoken of by Jesus, who should 
work signs and wonders, insomuch that 
if it were possible they should deceive the 
very elect; and the next breath they cry 
out, “ Only give us a sign, and we will 
believe.” If their first statement is true, 
then we cannot be the false prophets; if 
it is not true, they prove that they are not 
the elect of God, for they are ready to be 
deceived by lying wonders; and if they 
would not believe when they saw these 
wonders, they would prove themselves | 
liars; and consequently, unless they re- 
= they will have their portion in the 


ake that burneth with fire and brim- 
stone. 

But the ges which foretel the 
coming of false prophets, cannot have the 


least intimation to us; for we boldly de- 
clare with Paul, that ‘‘ faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of 
d,”—Romans x, 17; and with Jesus, 
that “this Gospel shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness, and then shall . 
the end come.”—Matt. xxiv. And also, 
that if men will not believe the Gospel, . 
they will not believe though one rose from 


the dead. 

The P Joseph Smith, like Jesus, 
declared t inasmuch as the people 
would believe the doctrines he taught, the 
signs which Jesus promised, should follow 
them, according as they stood in need of 
the same; and they should know of the | 


| 

| 

| 
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MORMONISM”’ AND FTS OPPONENTS. 


pew of the New Testament interested wit- 
nesses of the miracles of Jesus and his: 
Apostles ?—yet’ their testimony is no less 
true. Should not every man be interest- 
ed: in the cause of trath? Are not our 
enemies interested against us ?—yet a 

en 
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doctrine whether it was-of God,-or whe- 
ther he of hiniself.. Tens of thou- 
sands have believed, and have received the 
blessings he foretold should follow. Theu- 
sands, both in England and in America, 
testify that they have witnessed the mi: 
raculous power of .God through His ser- 


vants since they obeyed His Gospel, as it | seekers will receive their testimony. 
was preached’ by His servant Joseph, and | why not be just, and receive our testi- 
his brethren: Denmark, Scotland, France, mony? Oh, ye unjust judges! God 


Ireland, Italy, Sweden, India, and the | will judge you according to your deeds, 
South Sea iiss, can furnish testators to and punish you for your unbelief! You 
the trath of these things. reject the simple preaching of the Gospel, 

But when we refer sign-seekers to such | and the evidence of miracles as testified to 
for testimony upon this point, they will! by your fellow-men, and you will be con- 
not receive it, and cry out that these are | demned like those who rejected the sim- 
interested witnesses. Fools that they are! | ple testimony of the Prophets in ancient 
were not the Apostles interested witnesses | days, unless you speedily repent and obey | 
of the resurrection of Jesus?—yet their ' the Gospel. 


“MORMONISM” AND ITS OPPONENTS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Fiat justitia ruat celum. | 
: Crosby-row, London, August 2, 1852. 
Sir,—Being quite a new reader of the | the language of contempt, and taking my 
MILLENNIAL Star, Iam not awarewhether | accounts of them from the London daily 
it is customary for you to open its pages | and week [or and from the pamphlets 
to persons not avuwed members of your | of bi ivines, I, in common with the 
Church. But judging from the calm | rest of my countrymen, regarded them as 
and dignified tone in which it is conducted, ignorant fanatics, too insignificant to no- 
the variety of information it imparts, and | tice. But happily Mr. A. became a re- 
the total abscence of the odium theologi- | sident in my house—I read his books— 


cum, so characteristic of most religious 
periodicals, I am induced to think, that 
you will find room for the insertion of any 
letter not absolutely opposed to its princi- 
ples, if written in a spirit of candour and 
justice. Fresh from the perusal of * Mor- 
monite” publications—my judgment freed 
from every species of religious error, and 
my mind wholly unbiassed in favour of 
this or that religion, my opinion respe 

ing “Mormonism,” although of little 
weight, may not be without some good 


And here permit me to return my 
grateful acknowledgments to Mr. Alfred 
Atkinson, a zealous and consistent member 
of your Church for the loan of the publi- 
cations to which I have referred. Pre- 
vious to: my becoming acquainted with 
Mr. A. my ideas of what is called “ Mor- 
monism,” were: of an exceeding ridicu- 
lous kind. Never hearing the “ Mor- 
mons” spoken or written of, in‘ any but 


they abounded in good sense, and proved 
incontestibly that the charge of ignorance 
so frequently preferred against Latter- 
day Saints is a colossaluntruth. Alas! 
is it not sad to contemplate that religious 
animosity still burns with such intensity, 
that neither morality nor justice, nor a 
high order of intellect, nor lished 


education can deter men from publishing 
the grossest misrepresentations of the acts 
and opinions of their fellow man? Yet 
such is irrefutably the case. The London 
journals—journals* conducted by men of 
the highest order of intellect—teem with 
the most absurd stories respecting *“ Mor- 
mons,” and with the most 
statements relative to what is going on at 
the Great Salt Lake, and endeavour by 
the most: diabolic means to hound on 
the to the comtiission of acts ut- 
— at variance with our civil Jaws, and 
with the spirit of that Reformation which 


so many martyrs sealed with their blood. 


| 
| 
| 
| 

suits. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Sir, I feel as though I should .be.a parti+"; which are distracting the Christian world, 
cipator of such religious intolerance, ‘were are ‘in perfect consonance with pure rea- 
I not, to utter my test! son’and: justice, arid'the eternal truths of 
against the assertions of theéé imalighant 

scribes. feel, too, that? shiakt be-! .: But; trespassing on your 
wanting in courtesy towards 4 téry late” space, will ¢otichidé’ by observing, that, 
number of my countrymen if“after and” yotir ‘co-religionists will 
sing what has been said for atid‘agaitst “livé’to disabuse the’ public mind of the 
their religion, I did not im«my indivi insuits which “have hea upon 
dual capacity, openly stafe“that’ ‘have: ‘arid ‘You religion. For myself, 
read, seen, and heard enough of “Mormon? Pavow; whenever T again hear “ Mormons” 


ism” to convince me that the intelligénté ‘or “ Motmonisiti” unjustly attacked, whe- . 


of its followers is above, rather than bd in public private, by the 
low the enlightenment of age.’ religious bigot—the ‘sophistries or misre- 
should be glad to learn froti ohe of its’! presentations the learhed—or the vul- 
opponents by what system of réasoning | gar lampoon of the ignorant, I will use 
he can demonstrate the ignoranee ‘of a ‘my best exertions to’ disarm venom of its 
sect who are devoted to scierice; fond’ of ‘ sting, and to itnpress on your unscrupulous 
cultivating the arts of peace,’ (vide B. | maligners the‘importance of the sentence, 
Young’s General Epistle) whé are!“ Lying lips’ are abomination to the 
abstemious in their habits; lovers’ of'| Lord; but they that deal truly are His 
temperance, vegetarians in diet, and ‘last, ' delight.”—Proéverbs xii. 22. 

though not least, believers in doctrinés,;| =~ I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
some of which, though diametrically op- sia VERITAS. 
posed to the thousand-and-one religions 


Ir is rumoured that gold has been found at Dundas, Canada’ West. 


THE city of Sonora, California, was ‘almost wholly ‘destroyed by fire on the 15th of - 


June. The loss of property is estimated at’ nearly two millions of dollars. 

He that goes to the tavern first for the love of company, will at last go there for 
the love of liquor. Remember that, young man.” 

ApvicEs from Demerara of the 9th of July state that gold bas been discovered in that 
colony up the Cuyuni river, and that about £200 worth had already been brought in. 
It is alleged to be remarkably pure, and to consist of small lumps, and also of scales 
and dust,—_Lloyds Weekly Newspaper. | 

Taree HunpREeD Pounps WortH oF Smoke! —There is at present residing in Out 
Rawcliffe a family of persons, consisting of father, mother, and son, addicted to the 
pleasant vice .of smoking, and who: have consumed during the last thirty years the 
enormous amount of 14,520 ounces of tobacco, which, if calculated at threepence per 
ounce, and five per cent. compound interest added thereto, would amount to upwards 
of £300 spent.in smoke. —Jbid. | 

ARRIVALS aT St. Louis FRoM THE Satt LAKE VALLEY, &c.—Messrs. Thomas 
Margetts, J. C. Armstrong, and Thomas B. Brodrick, have arrived in St. Louis, 
with dates from the Salt Lake to the 8th of May Jast. These gentlemen, numbering 
six in all, have been selected as Missionaries to the Old World, and will we presume, 
leave at an early day upon their journey. They report nothing of matcrial interest 
since our last dates. Crops looked uncommonly well. a very large amount of land planted 
and sowed. _A. woollen factory had. Jes; been put into operation, under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Matthew Gaunt, late of St. Louis. A large emigration was looked 
for. Good health prevailed. New settlements were being made in a number of the 
surrounding valleys. ‘A large amount of sugar-beet had been sown in anticipation of 
the arrival of the’ machinery under’ fhe Charge of “Elder” Jolin overnor 
Young and suite had started upon an caowg 3 openitien through the valleys of the 
Colorado, Green River, and their tributaries, for the purpose of making settlements 


to raise cotton for home manufacture.—New York Tribune. 
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